
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE24982 October 12, 1999
the fulfillment of its goals in the years since, 
and the personal example he has set for 
Americans young an old as a lifelong learner. 

The second building honored with his name 
is the Hesburgh Center for International Stud-
ies. Home to the Joan B. Kroc Institute for 
International Peace Studies and the Helen 
Kellogg Institute for International Studies, the 
Hesburgh Center reflects Father Hesburgh’s 
vital contribution and desire to expand our un-
derstanding of the world around us, improve 
the resolution of violent conflicts, and promote 
human rights, equitable development, and so-
cial justice here and abroad. 

It is with the utmost respect and admiration 
for Father Hesburgh and his life’s work that I 
support today’s recognition of his accomplish-
ments which have benefitted our nation and 
urge unanimous passage of H.R. 1932. 

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SHIMKUS). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from 
Alabama (Mr. BACHUS) that the House 
suspend the rules and pass the bill, 
H.R. 1932. 

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill 
was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 1932. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alabama? 

There was no objection. 
f 

UPPER DELAWARE SCENIC AND 
RECREATIONAL RIVER MONGAUP 
VISITOR CENTER ACT OF 1999 

Mr. SHERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 20) to authorize the Secretary 
of the Interior to construct and operate 
a visitor center for the Upper Delaware 
Scenic and Recreational River on the 
land owned by the State of New York. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 20

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Upper Dela-
ware Scenic and Recreational River 
Mongaup Visitor Center Act of 1999’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

The Congress finds the following: 
(1) The Secretary of the Interior approved 

a management plan for the Upper Delaware 
Scenic and Recreational River, as required 
by section 704 of Public Law 95–625 (16 U.S.C. 
1274 note), on September 29, 1987. 

(2) The river management plan called for 
the development of a primary visitor contact 
facility located at the southern end of the 
river corridor. 

(3) The river management plan determined 
that the visitor center would be built and op-
erated by the National Park Service. 

(4) The Act that designated the Upper 
Delaware Scenic and Recreational River and 
the approved river management plan limits 
the Secretary of the Interior’s authority to 
acquire land within the boundary of the river 
corridor.

(5) The State of New York authorized on 
June 21, 1993, a 99-year lease between the 
New York State Department of Environ-
mental Conservation and the National Park 
Service for the construction and operation of 
a visitor center by the Federal Government 
on State-owned land in the Town of 
Deerpark, Orange County, New York, in the 
vicinity of Mongaup, which is the preferred 
site for the visitor center. 
SEC. 3. AUTHORIZATION OF VISITOR CENTER 

FOR UPPER DELAWARE SCENIC AND 
RECREATIONAL RIVER. 

For the purpose of constructing and oper-
ating a visitor center for the Upper Delaware 
Scenic and Recreational River and subject to 
the availability of appropriations, the Sec-
retary of the Interior may—

(1) enter into a lease with the State of New 
York, for a term of 99 years, for State-owned 
land within the boundaries of the Upper 
Delaware Scenic and Recreational River lo-
cated at an area known as Mongaup near the 
confluence of the Mongaup and Upper Dela-
ware Rivers in the State of New York; and 

(2) construct and operate such a visitor 
center on land leased under paragraph (2). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. SHERWOOD) and the 
gentleman from Puerto Rico (Mr. RO-
MERO-BARCELÓ) each will control 20 
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. SHERWOOD).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SHERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 20. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SHERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 

20, introduced by my esteemed col-
league from New York (Mr. GILMAN).

H.R. 20 authorizes the Secretary of 
the Interior to enter into a 99-year 
lease for State-owned land within the 
boundaries of the Upper Delaware Sce-
nic and Recreational River located at 
Mongaup, New York. 

The gentleman from New York (Mr. 
GILMAN) is to be commended for his 
hard work on this needed bill, which 
initiates construction of a visitor cen-
ter for the Upper Delaware which will 
serve as an information point for area 
services and attractions, as well as sup-
ply basic traveler needs. 

Because the act which established 
this recreational river limits the Fed-
eral authority to acquire lands, Con-
gressional action is needed to authorize 
the expenditure of appropriated funds 

for the construction and subsequent 
operation of a visitor center on leased 
land.

H.R. 20 is supported by both the Na-
tional Park Service and the minority. 
Besides being a necessary addition to 
an increasingly busy component of the 
National Park Service, the Mongaup 
Visitor Center is also important to my 
constituents because the Congressional 
district that I represent is bounded on 
the east by the Upper Delaware River. 

I again commend the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. GILMAN) for his hard 
work in getting this bill to the floor, 
and I urge my colleagues to support 
H.R. 20. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time.

Mr. ROMERO-BARCELÓ. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume.

Mr. Speaker, in 1978, the Congress 
designated the Upper Delaware River 
in New York State as a Wild and Sce-
nic River. Since then, hundreds of 
thousands of visitors from the New 
York/New Jersey area and around the 
world have visited the river to enjoy 
the natural beauty and recreational op-
portunities of the area. 

H.R. 20, submitted and sponsored by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
GILMAN), would authorize the construc-
tion and the operation of a visitor cen-
ter for the Upper Delaware. Currently, 
the area has no such facility and a visi-
tor’s center would enable the National 
Park Service to offer visitors impor-
tant information and services much 
more effectively. 

The River Management plan, ap-
proved by the Department of the Inte-
rior a decade ago, calls for the con-
struction and the operation by the Na-
tional Park Service of such a facility; 
and the State of New York has agreed 
to a long-term lease of a State-owned, 
55-acre tract for this purpose. 

Construction of the facility will 
make a visit to this area more enjoy-
able and more educational, and we urge 
our colleagues to support H.R. 20. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. SHERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
4 minutes to the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. GILMAN).

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
SHERWOOD) and the gentleman from 
Puerto Rico (Mr. ROMERO-BARCELÓ) for 
bringing this measure to the floor at 
this time and for their supporting re-
marks.

Mr. Speaker, as my colleagues may 
know, in 1978, along with our good 
friend and former colleagues, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
MCDADE) and the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. BINGHAM), I introduced legis-
lation establishing the Upper Delaware 
Scenic and Recreational River as a 
component of the National Wild and 
Scenic River System. It is one of the 
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